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150 OBITUARIES

Richard Pollett
Occupation:

Violinist

Born:

February 16, 1986,
Adelaide

Died:

September 27, 2011,
Brisbane

RICHARD Pollett was only
just starting establish a stellar
career as a violinist when he
was killed in a cycling accident
in Brisbane, where he was to
have performed as soloist with
the Queensland Symphony
Orchestra for the Australian
premiere of the work Selenite
City, a concerto for piano and
violin.
Well known for his performances with the Queensland
Symphony Orchestra and
other Australian orchestras,
the Symphony Australia 2010
Young Performers Award winner was a musician of extraordinary depth.
Music ran in his blood. His
mother Patricia is the director
of performance studies at the
University of Queensland
School of Music and he grew
up in a house filled with music.
From an early age he attended many concerts, especially those by the Perihelion ensemble, where he and
his father Philip watched his
mother play.
He started violin at the age

of five, studying with Diane
Palmer, an ex-student of his
mother, but by age eight asked
to stop playing because he
didn’t want to practice.
His mother let him know
that the pieces were perhaps
not that exciting at his level
but urged him to continue for
one more year. If, after that
time, he still didn’t want to go
on, he could stop. The family
never heard another word
about it.
However Mr Pollett was
talented in many areas, including maths, and could easily
have followed in the footsteps
of his father Philip, a professor
of mathematics at the University of Queensland.
Among his many interests
were roasting, grinding and
drawing the best shot of coffee
possible, making sushi and
creme brulee, the stock market, bridge (he was a member
of the Queensland Youth
Team at the Australian National Championships), foreign
films, literature (he was part
way through Dostoyevsky’s
The Brothers Karamazov at the
time of his death) and developed a passion for cycling after
moving to Melbourne, where
he cycled every day from
South Melbourne along the

TALENTED: Richard Pollett’s love of music lives on through a
memorial award for young violinists. Picture: Rob Heyman

scenic coastal path to St Kilda.
All these interests were
undertaken with trademark
thoroughness.
One
tale
demonstrating this was his
approach to busking.
Before having a go for the
first time in the Queen St Mall,
he carefully observed those

buskers who did well, noted
sites which provided the best
geographical advantage, the
best time of day and which
music elicited the best returns.
Then, backed by this research, he set up his stall and,
needless to say, made more in
an hour than most made in a

day. It helped that he could
play a mean fiddle, of course.
Mr Pollett attended Brisbane Boys College, mainly
because his parents thought
the music teacher, Theo
Kotzas, would look after him.
He did that wonderfully.
While in high school he
entered the National Youth
even though he was not that
advanced. It was the perfect
challenge and changed his
view of his future.
His formal violin studies
began at the Queensland Conservatorium of Music, where
he qualified with first class
honours and received the University Medal.
Awarded an Australian
Postgraduate Award to do a
master of philosophy degree at
the University of Queensland.
He also won a scholarship to
study at the Conservatorio
della Svizzera Italiana in
Lugano, Switzerland, where he
graduated with highest honours, returning to study at the
Australian National Academy
of Music in Melbourne with
Paul Wright.
Despite his age, Mr Pollett
had a string of performance
awards under his belt. He was
a finalist in the ABC Symphony Australia Young Per-

former Awards in 2006 and
2007 and went on to win the
Strings Final in 2010.
He was also a finalist in the
National Youth Concerto
competition in 2002, performing with the Queensland
Youth Orchestra, and in the
same year was a winner in The
Queensland Orchestra Young
Instrumentalist Competition.
As a soloist he appeared
with the Queensland Symphony
Orchestra,
the
Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra, the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra and the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra
as well as the Orchestra of
Lugano in Switzerland, and
participated in several music
festivals in Europe.
Earlier this year he studied
in Israel at The BuchmannMehta School of Music and
toured South America with its
orchestra.
Mr Pollett is survived by his
parents Patricia and Philip.
To keep his legacy alive, his
family and friends joined the
Australian Youth Orchestra to
establish the Richard Pollett
Memorial Award to encourage
young musicians.
For more information on the
award, visit ayo.com.au.

Peter Kenneth Gethin
Occupation:

Racing car
driver

Born:

February 31, 1940,
Ewell, Surrey, England

Died:

December 5, 2011,
England

LONG before the Indie,
Queensland race fans flocked
to the Gold coast for highspeed bouts at the Surfers
Paradise raceway.
Among the scores of US and
European champions who
mixed it at the venue with
Downunder heroes of the
racetrack were British Formula One driver Peter Gethin.
He was a world-renowned
driver in the 1970s, particularly
after his split-second victory in
the 1971 Italian Grand Prix at
Monza, the then closest finish

in Formula One history.
Among those were several
Rothmans Forumla 5000
International Series events in
the late 1970s, including the
1977 race in which Gethin was
paired
with
Australian
Warwick Brown in the

Belgian-sponsored VDS team.
He had a fair bit of luck
Downunder, having won the
Tasman Formula 5000 series
(held in both Australia and
New Zealand) in 1974 in a
Chevron B24 Chevrolet.
Gethin was a seasoned campaigner even by then and
during his career raced in 31
World Championship Formula One Grands Prix, debuting in June, 1970.
His thrilling win in the 1971
Italian Grand Prix was
achieved in the fastest average
speed in Formula One history
(151.634mph, or more than
240kmh), a record which stood
until 2003 when it was broken
by Michael Schumacher.
There was only 0.01 seconds
between him and second-

placed Ronnie Peterson at
Monza, but he maintained he
deserved to win.
‘‘Some people thought I was
lucky, but in a sport like motor
racing you make your own
good fortune to a very great
degree,’’ he later said.
Yet Gethin never regarded
his Monza victory as the best
one in his career. He was
prouder of his win through the
streets of Pau, in south-west
France, at the wheel of a
Formula Two Chevron the
following year.
Born in Surrey, the son of a
jockey, after leaving school, he
worked in a garage and then
started racing in a Lotus Seven
in the early 1960s.
At the tailend of his career
he raced F5000 and CanAm

Dharamdev Pishorimal (Dev) Anand
Occupation:

Bollywood star

Born:
September 26,
Gurdaspur, Pakistan

1923,
Place

Died:
December 3, 2011, London
Place

OFTEN described as ‘‘India’s
Gregory Peck’’ even though he
hated the analogy, Dev Anand
was one of the subcontinent’s
most recognisable, enduring
and best loved leading men.
Well into old age, he was
cast opposite much younger
leading ladies.
Unprecedented
crowds
turned out for his first colour
film (1965’s Guide), which
premiered in front of guests
including the entire Indian
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Cabinet and was recently
recognised at the Cannes film
festival as an alltime classic.
Anand also churning out
dozens of movies as a director
and producer, the last of which
appeared just months before
his death in London from a

heart attack, and nurtured
many emerging acting talents.
Born into a prosperous family in Punjab in a town now
part of Pakistan, he began his
career in the Bombay military
censor’s office.
But his real love was acting
and he and his older brother,
Chetan, were members of the
Indian People’s Theatre Association.
He bluffed his way into
Prabhat Film Studios, which
cast him in a 1946 movie about
Hindu-Muslim unity.
After that Anand was offered several lead roles opposite singer-actress Suraiya.
They starred in six more
movies together and she succumbed to his charms after he
supposedly saved her from

drowning when her boat capsized during a shoot.
However, although he proposed, offering her a huge
diamond ring, their relationship was doomed as she was
muslim and he hindi. He later
married
another
co-star,
Kalpana Kartik.
Anand was also overshadowed by Suraiya’s greater
popularity and decided to
branch out for himself. When
he was offered the lead role in
Ziddi (1948), it became a hit
and his career took off.
He became so famous he
was often invited to private
meetings by Indian prime ministers and was constantly
asked for autographs by expatriate Indians in England,
where he later spent much
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